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international exhibitions and by preparing major exhibitions of Canadian art for 
showing in other countries in collaboration with the external affairs department, It also 
brings important exhibitions from abroad for showing in Canada, 

Major exhibitions in Ottawa in 1976-77 included Puvis de Chavannes, jointly 
organized by the Louvre and the National Gallery of Canada; works of the French 
photographer, Charles Nègre; British art in the collection; Guido Molinari, drawings 
from the collection of Mr, and Mrs, Eugène V, Thaw; and the architecture of the École 
des beaux-arts, Through the national program, the gallery circulated 13 exhibitions to 33 
centres in Canada, Internationally, the gallery organized an exhibition of works by Greg 
Curnoe for the Venice Biennale which later was shown in London, 

The major European acquisition of the year was Sallsbury Cathedral from the 
Bishop's Groundshy John Constable, the important British landscape artist. In Canadian 
art, the gallery was fortunate to acquire Mr. and Mrs. Croscup's Painted Roomwhich will 
hâve to be restored before being reassembled in Ottawa. It is an example of 19th-
century naive art from the Maritimes, 

Gifts received during the year included two paintings by Francesco Guardi, The 
Dogana, Venice &nd Piazetta, Venice, both given by Mrs, Dorothy Webb; Déjeuner après 
le bain donated by Dennis Molnar; a portrait of John G, McConnell by Kokoschka 
donated by Mrs, McConnell; and an 18th-century English coflfee urn donated by the 
National Gallery Association, 

7.7.2 The National Muséum of Natural Sciences 
This muséum has seven divisions: botany, invertebrate zoology, vertebrate zoology, 
minerai sciences, paleobiology, interprétation and extension, and the Canadian aquatic 
identification centre, Thousands of spécimens, originating from field trips, purchases, 
donations and exchanges, are added annually to the référence collections, The 
herbarium contains more than 375,000 sheets of vascular plants and 185,000 sheets of 
cryptogamic plants. National zoological collections include about 2,500,000 moUuscs, 
750,000 crustaceans, 662,000 other invertebrates, 215,000 fishes, 70,000 reptiles and 
amphibians, 65,000 birds and 43,000 mammals, 

Only part of the collection of display minerais, containing approximately 17,000 
catalogued spécimens of gems and minerais, is displayed in the muséum, Tens of 
thousands of spécimens of minerais, rocks and ores from many régions of the world are 
contained in other collections of display and study materials, During 1976 almost 70 
major research projects were undertaken by muséum staff members or associated 
scientists from universities and other outside organizations, The muséum provided 
financial assistance, facilities and field work for several National Research Council post
doctoral fellows, and coUaborated with the National Parks Service in botanical and 
zoological surveys, The museum's Arctic research program was in turn supported by the 
energy, mines and resources department, 

The vertebrate paleontology collection contains more than 12,600 fossils, which 
includes rare dinosaur spécimens, Research was conducted on reptilian diversity and 
environments before extinction of the dinosaurs, the pleistocene fauna of Saskatchewan 
and the unglaciated région of the Yukon Territory, and fossilized pollen and spores, 

The Canadian Aquatic Identification Centre (CAIC) sorts and identifies zoo-
plankton, fish larvae and eggs, phytoplankton and other aquatic life. CAIC, with some 
500 species in its référence collection, serves researchers, management, and survey and 
environmental agencies. Another unit identifies and interprets animal remains found in 
archeological investigations. This service studies both natural and human history, and 
can identify the species of an animal from a fragment of bone. 

In the renovated Victoria Mémorial Muséum Building, shared by the National 
Muséum of Natural Sciences and the National Muséum of Man, two ffoors were opened 
to the public in October 1974, They featured audio-visual présentations, visitor-operated 
displays, drawings, models and spécimens from the muséum collections in four 
permanent exhibit halls, given to geology, paleontology and zoology, 

A gallery entitled The Earth présents an explanation of the tectonic plate theory and 
shows how natural forces shaped and continue to shape the world. In Life Through the 


